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We are adjusting to a new way of life, a new frame of mind. This is the day the Lord 

has made and we will rejoice and be glad in it. (Ps 118:24) Today that verse rings 

especially true for us. You see, Sean ended his 17+ year employment with IBM on Feb 

27th. He was laid off with a severance package that will sustain us until August, which 

is when we hope to deploy for the field, God willing. We rejoice and are glad for this 

change because both Carrie and Sean can now focus on life as full-time missionaries, 

ministering to the people who are part of our team, building relationships with new 

friends, and ministering to the people in the field once we go. 

Our ministry focus for the next several months is building relationships and raising 

financial and prayer support. This is not a ‘Git-R-Done’ step, but rather an integral part 

of our participation in world missions. Not only do we want you to be a part of our lives 

and work, but we want to be a part of your lives too! We invite you to send us your 

praises and prayer requests. Furthermore, when the Lord calls his people to a mission, 

He calls a team. He invites go-ers, financial senders and prayerful senders. In his second 

letter to the church in Corinth, Paul wrote ‘then you can send me on my way to Judea.’ 

2 Cor 1:16b. As Christ followers, each of us has the blessing of responding to His 

invitation to participate in His world mission. 

We intend to make Los Alamos, NM our homebase from now on, Lord willing. This 

means that we are busy putting down roots as quickly as we can so that we are connected 

to this community, both while we are in the field and when we are on home leave. 

Garrett and Caitriona started jobs at Papa Murphy’s within a few weeks of arriving in 

Los Alamos. They and Derrick are exploring youth groups and have settled well into 

school here. Carrie and Sean are seeking Women’s groups, Men’s groups and ministries 

to in which to participate. We’re so excited to have time and availability to serve again!  

As we are chatting with folks, both those who have been following us for a while and 

those who are just now becoming aware of this ministry, we are hearing some questions 

repeated. If you have not done so already, please take a look at our FAQ on the blog https://midwifesaid.wordpress.com  

Praises: Please thank the Lord for … 

  You faithful pray-ers and financial supporters! God has really pointed out to us this last week that YOU are on a faith journey with 

this ministry, too. You are giving of your finances and your prayer time with faith that the Lord will bring this mission to fruition. We are 

thrilled to be in this together!      Sean’s layoff and severance package.      The smooth sale of our house in Colorado (and we didn’t 

even have to bring any $$ to the table!).      Our safe move last month (Carrie driving her truck and Sean driving a U-Haul truck towing 

Caitriona’s truck from Idaho, through Colorado to New Mexico).      Providing a great housing option for us until we deploy (thanks to 

Carrie’s Mom and Dad!)      Great health and a fairly easy transition to Los Alamos for the kids.     

  Casz and Amanda doing well on their own.      …and so much more… 

Prayer requests: Please pray that … 

  We are able to ‘put aside all that hinders us and run the race that God has set before us.’ – Heb 12:2b      We are able to develop 

relationships with one or two churches that will agree to be our long-term sending churches.      The Lord adds to our ministry team 

weekly.      All of our ‘Get Us There” support is received by July 1 (currently at 50%).      All of our “Keep Us There” support is 

pledged and coming in to SIM on a regular basis by Aug 15 (currently at 25%).      Carrie’s Aunt Susan’s treatment and care plan for 

newly diagnosed pancreatic cancer and that Susan is completely healed. .      The people of Niger. In January, approximately 70 churches 

were burned, 4 Christian schools was destroyed, 1 Christian orphanage was destroyed, and many homes of pastors and Christians were 

destroyed. Thankfully, Galmi was untouched.      Our application for a $5000 matching grant is accepted and we are given this 

opportunity to raise funds against the match. 

with love, The Blake Family 

 

Sean, Carrie, Caitriona, Garrett, and 

Derrick Blake will serve with SIM at 

the Galmi Hospital in Niger. 

www.BlakeMissions.com 
 

www.simusa.org/give 

Missionary Account # 029349 

…let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth. 1 John 3:18 



 

Unreached people groups of Niger … 

In heaven, there will be people from every tongue and every tribe worshiping 

the Lord! 

Which simply means that mission work where there are unreached people 

groups is crucial on more levels than just spreading the gospel.  

It’s essential to us fulfilling the Great Commission … going  

into all the world and making disciples of Christ. 

 

We encourage you to pray about joining this 

ministry, which not only serves the immediate 

needs of the people of Niger, but also has  

impact on the church fulfilling Christ’s      

 instructions to us, his church. 
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